The Tooth
be the most glorious Icing in Further India- But actually he was
not yet at the summit of his glory. His astrologers informed him
that further good fortune, of an extraordinary kind, was coming
to him from Ceylon. He was destined to marry the daughter of
the King of Colombo, a Buddhist kingdom adjacent to Jafna. Yet
it was not the marriage in itself which was to be so lucky, but a
circumstance attendant upon it, which they were unable to de-
scribe with greater precision. They strongly advised him to take
the first step and send a mission to Colombo to demand the daugh-
ter, and make her queen, for there was a vacancy, one of his four
queens being dead. The rest would then follow of its own motion.
Bayin-naung accordingly sent a deputation, the members being
both monks and laymen.
When the envoys arrived at Colombo and' made known to its
king that their great master desired to marry his daughter, a com-
plication arose: he had no daughter. Making the envoys an evasive
reply, he summoned his council and asked for advice. No need to
say how undesirable it would be to disappoint Bayin-naung. But
as he had no daughter. .. ?
In reply his ministers submitted that there was a lady at court
who might be represented as his daughter. It seems that the Chan-
cellor's daughter, a young person of charming and innocent char-
acter, had moved the childless king's heart, so that he treated her
as if he were her father. This girl, they suggested, should be sent.
The king objected that to send her would be dangerous. Were
it discovered she was no princess, she would be executed. He was
too fond of her to run that risk, and too prudent to put himself in
so false a position.
At this his chief minister suggested that if a dowry were sent
with her which should particularly appeal to the Burmese king,
he would be unlikely to bother unduly about her pedigree.
What sort of a dowry, inquired the king. The sack of Ayudhya
had given Bayin-naung everything which was rare and curious in
Further India. What was there in Colombo to merit his special
attention?
The chief minister smiled. He had learned in a private conver-
sation with the envoys, he said, that the Burmese astrologers, who
had predicted their master's marriage to a princess of Colombo,
had added that the alliance would be accompanied by a circum-
stance of singular good fortune. His submission was that they
should supply that circumstance. His Majesty would recall that
166